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Course Description

This course will examine how the government of the United States is organized, the rationale
behind its organization, and the ways citizens, political actors, and political institutions interact
to achieve political goals. As we consider the foundations of American government, major
political institutions, and mechanisms that link citizens and government, we will make particular
note of the diversity of the American experience as evidenced in research on race and gender.
This course is appropriate for political science majors who wish to gain a foundation in
American politics as well as for non-majors who simply wish to gain a better understanding of
American government and processes.

Objectives

7R DFTXDLQN VWXGHQIV ZLHK IIKH IXQGDPHQIDIV RI $PHULFDQ JRYHUQPHQN

7R LQIWRGXFH VIXGHQIV IR NH\ SROLILFDO VFLHQFH FRQFHSIV DQG UHVHDUFK

7R IDPLOLDULTH VIXGHQIV ZLIK SHUVSHFILYHV RQ $PHULFDQ SROLILFV LQIRUPHG EN\ UHVHDUFK RQ gender
and race

7R GHYHORS VWXGHQIV] FULILFDO WKLQNLQJ DQG DQDONILFDO VNLOOV WKURXJIK FODVV GLVFXVVLRQ DQG ZULWHQ
assignments

Required Texts

Bianco, William. 2001. American Politics

Kernell Samuel, and Steven Smith, editors. 2007. Principles and Practice of American Politics
Fiorina, Morris P., Samuel J. Abrams, and Jeremy C. Pope. 2010. (3" edition). Culture War?

Grading
Participation 10%; Short Papers 15%; 3 Exams, 25% each
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Reading and any additional assignments should be completed before class on the day assigned.
Lectures from guest speakers and TAs are important contributions to the class and considered
fair game for exams. Pay careful attention to the syllabus and to any adjustments that may occur.
You are responsible for material presented in lectures and discussed in class regardless of your
attendance. Notes will not be supplied for students who have missed class, so plan to make other
arrangements. Late and make-XS DWLIQPHQIV ZL00 EH DIORZHG RQO\ ZLIK D GRFIRUIV QRIH RU RIKHU
equally serious documented reason for the absence. Athletes and other students who will miss
class due to extra- or co-curricular travel should inform the assigned TA and me of the relevant
dates early in the semester. Students with any other special needs should meet with me early in
the semester so that proper accommodations can be made.

Class participation and attendance accounts for 10% of your final grade. Obviously those who
do not attend class cannot participate in class discussion. Attendance in lectures and discussion
sections will be taken regularly throughout the semester. Because the exchange of ideas is an
important part of learning, you are encouraged to frequently ask questions and share your
informed opinions during regular class and in discussion sections. In order to maintain an
atmosphere conducive to learning, students should use professional language in class discussions
and written work.

Two short papers will be used to calculate 15% of your final grade. These short assignments
may involve research online or in the library and require the analysis of course readings and/or
current events. Papers should be 2-3 pages in length, typed, and double-spaced with 1-inch
margins and a 12-point font. Your opinion alone is not sufficient; support your arguments with
evidence from course readings or other documented sources. You are required to complete at
least two short papers to receive full credit, failure to do so will result in a grade of zero for the
missing work. Papers should follow proper writing and grammar rules and must be turned
uploaded to myrROCHESTER before class on the date assigned. Late short papers will not be
accepted. Paper topics will be provided in class. Scheduled due dates are: Feb 11 (civil rights),
Mar 4 (Congress), Mar 25 (presidency), and Apr 18 (political autobiography).

Exams constitute 75% of your final grade. Three exams are each worth 25% and will take place
during class on Feb 21, Apr 4 and April 27 (dates may change). Make-up exams will be
administered only with prior approval.

Extra credit may be earned by attending U of R lectures on topics directly related to U.S. politics
and writing a brief summary and response paper (1-2 pages). Be sure to include the title of the
lecture, name of the speaker, and date of the presentation on the first page. Each response paper
is worth one additional point on your final grade. Response papers must be submitted to your TA
within 7 calendar days of the event (including weekends). A maximum total of 3 points may be
granted to any individual student.

Academic honesty is expected. Turn in material that you have completed yourself. Absolutely no
FKHDILQJ RU SODJLDULVP  XVLQJ VRPHRQH HOVHV ZRUGV RU LGHDV ZLIKRXIl SURSHU FLIDILRQ ZL00 EH
tolerated. Both cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses that will be reported for disciplinary
action. Please refer to the University Handbook and/or speak with the instructor if you have any
questions in this area.



Course Outline
Jan 12
Introduction and Course Overview

Political Foundations

Jan 14

Designing Institutions

What makes decision-PDNLQJ SSRILILFD0™” = KDIi LV UDHLRQDOLIN™ = KDl DUH LQVILIXILRQV DQG ZK\ GR
they matter? What factors influence the likelihood of cooperation and compromise in political
decision-making?

%LDQFR 3,QIRGXFILRQ ~ SS  -15 DQG 3&RRSHUDILRQ LQ 3RILILFY © SS  -66



Feb 9, 11

Lingering Issues/ New Frontiers

+RGJH 1DIKDQ 33ROLILFDO &XOIXUD0 )LIKIV SHPDLQ ~ Wall Street Journal, December 12, 2010
(electronic); 3(QFORVXUH RI "R* * AXDOLILFDILRQ 6IDQGDUGV IRU (QOLVWIPHQW



Mar 28, 30, Apr 1

The Judiciary

,V IKH IXGLFLDUN\ WKH 30HDVW GDQJHURXV EUDQFK™” &DQ IIKH 6XSUHPH LQVXODIH LIVHOI IURP PDIRU
SROLILFDO FRQIURYHUWLHV R PRGHUQ $SPHULFDQ OLIH™ = KDW DUH VRPPH FRQVHTXHQFHV RI 3SROLILFL]LQJ”
the courts?

(KS)=Scalia, A Matter of Interpretation (excerpt) pp. 378-395;Breyer, from Active Liberty, pp.
396-407; +DPLIIRQ 3)HGHUWDILW 1R~ SS -415; Carp, Manning, Stidham, “The Voting
Behavior of George W. Bush’s Judges,” 429-447

Apr 4 (M) Exam 2

Linkage Mechanisms

Apr6, 8,11

Voting, Campaigns, and Elections

9%LDQFR 39RIHIV DQG OQRIH “HFLVLRQV ~ SS - 3= 1QQLQJ DQG +R0GLQJ (OHFILYH 21ILFH SS -
120; (KS)=Popkin, The Reasoning Voter (excerpt) pp. 511-518

Apr 13, 15, 18

Public Opinion

(KS)=$VKHU 2$QD0\]LQJ DQG ,QIHUSUHILQJ 3ROV ~ SS -47  6FKXGVRQ 3$PHULFDIV ,JQRUDQN
ORIHWV ~ -499

Apr 20, 22, 25
Fiorina, Abrams, and Pope, Culture War? (Read entire book)

Apr 27 (W) Exam 3



