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Course Purpose: This course provides an explicitly political pezspive on issues
concerning the environment—however there is adiaiount of economic
reasoning and some discussion of underlying s€iersues as well. The result
should be a substantive understanding of envirotehenlitics specifically and
of public policy generally. The course is princigahtended for committed,
upper-level, undergraduate students.

Patience Required: | hope that students will be patient if some & thaterial covered is
remedial (i.e., they know it) as this class rougratracts a diverse set of
participants. Some may know nothing of politicalesice or economics, while
others may be ignorant of relevant scientific issuieis my job to make things
understandable for everyone.

Office Hours: Formal office hours are on Tuesday and Thursdawy f£1:00 to 12:00
a.m. in Harkness 108. | will be available at natbier times. My phone is
x34903 and my e-mail isot@mail.rochester.eddeel free to use either as a
means of contact. Note that my office is in thellW#nstitute suite, so if you
want to drop by you will have to ring a bell andatherwise get my attention.
Also, I will be assisted by Svanhildur Thorvaldddot
(sthorval@ur.rochester.egjwho will hold office hours on Monday from 10 1@
in Harkness 338. We can also both be contactedf@ppointment at a different
time.

Requirements and Grading: Students will be graded on a midterm exam (25#jca
research project, which includes a 15-20 page papeia presentation (35
percent), and a final exam (40 percent).

Readings: The following books are required (note—I have oatered these books
because my experience is students prefer to gest lgxheir own means
nowadays):

Christopher Klyza and David Sousamerican Environmental Policy: Beyond
Gridlock, 2013 edition.

Norman Vig and Michael KraftEnvironmental Policy: New Directions for the
Twenty-First Century, 9" edition.



Additional reading materials will be available thgh links on the syllabus on the
course page. Except if defined as optional, altlnregs areequired and should be read
before class to enhance the value of both therest@and the discussion. Please note that
dates on which materials are covered are subjedtange.

Notes willnot be put on the web but certain materials for thease will be
available.

Course Structure: To reiterate, dates are tentative—particularly beeahis is a
seminar where students are encouraged to parggippas possible that some topics will
take more or less time.

. PUBLIC POLICY

I. Introduction and Grounds for Political Intervention (1/14-1/19)

Readings:









IV. Contemporary Environmental Politics and Policy (2/4-2/9)



VI. Enforcement: Adversarial or Consensual? (2/18)
Readings:

Matthew Potoski and Aseem Prakash. (2004). “TaéguRation Dilemma:
Cooperation and Conflict in Environmental Goverrghublic
Administration Review.

Peter J. May and Soren C. Winter. (2011). “RegmaEnforcement Styles and
Compliance,” in Christine Parker and Vibeke Lehmaleisen (eds.),
Explaining Regulatory Compliance: Business Responses to Regulation.



PART I1. INSTITUTIONAL ACTORS
VII. Mobilization of Interests (2/23 — 2/25) INO CLASS 2/23]
Readings:

Matthew Grossman. (2006). “Environmental AdvocecWashington,”
Environmental Politics.

Thomas Lyon and John Maxwell. (2008). “Corpoiateial Responsibility and
the Environment,Review of Environmental Economics and Policy.

Vig and Kraft, Ch. 3.

Robert J. Duffy. (2013). “Organiziatierests and Environmental Policy,” in
Sheldon Kamieniecki and Michael R. Kraitxford Handbook of U.S.
Environmental Policy.

Russell J. Dalton. (2015). “Waxing or Waning?eT®hanging Patterns of
Environmental Activism, Environmental Politics.
ONE PARAGRAPH ON PAPER TOPIC DUE 2/25
MIDTERM 3/1
VIII. Congress, Distributive Politics, and Polarization (3/3)

Readings:

Barry Rabe. (2007). “Can Congress Govern the &&,” NYU Working
Paper.

Klyza and Sousa. Ch. 3.

Vig and Kraft, Ch. 5.



IX. The President and the General Interest (3/15 — 3/17)
Readings:
Vig and Kraft, Ch. 4.
Otis L. Graham, Jr. (2015presidents and the American Environment. Ch. 8.

Lisa Heinzerling. (2014). “
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X. The Courts as Arbitrator (3/22 - 3/24)

Readings:
Richard J. Lazarus. (2004). “Judging Environraebaw,” Tulane Law Review.
Klyza and Sousa, Ch. 5.
Vig and Kraft, Ch. 6.

Christopher Warshaw, and Gregory E. Wannier. (201Rusiness as Usual?
Analyzing the Development of Environmental Standing



XI.



XIIl. Climate Change: Regulating a Global Public Good Nationally (4/5 — 4/12;*W”
STUDENTS DRAFT DUE 4/6, NO CLASS 4/7)

Readings:
Vig and Kraft, Ch. 13.

James R. Kahn. (2005The Economic Approach to Environmental and
Natural Resources, Ch. 7.

Lawrence S. Rothenberg. (2009). “The Politicabaimy of Global Climate
Change.”

Lisa Heinzerling. (2012). “Introduction: Clima@hange at EPA Florida Law
Review

James W. Coleman. (2014). Unilateral Climate Ratgonh,” Harvard
Environnental Law Review.

Reading(s) on Paris Accord.

XIIl. Student Presentations



