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• Midterm exam. There will be one in-class midterm exam on October 28th. This exam will 
cover readings in Topics 1 - 6 of the syllabus.  
 
• Final exam.  There will also be a take-home final exam, which will be handed out on the 
last day of class and due via email by 11:59 pm, Friday December 11. This exam will be 
cumulative but will focus more on Topics 7 -12 of the syllabus.  
 
 

Grading: 
 

 Class participation:    20%  

 Three reading responses:   30%  

 Midterm exam:   25% 

 Final exam:   25%   
 
 

Readings: 
 
Preliminaries 
 
September 2 Introduction 
 

 Easterly, W., & Levine, R. (1997). Africa's growth tragedy: Policies and ethnic 
divisions. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 112(4), 1203-1250.  

 Besley, T., & Persson, T. (2014). The causes and consequences of development 
clusters: State capacity, peace, and income. Annual Review of Economics, 6(1), 927-949.  

 
September 7 Labor Day - No Class 
 
September 9 Data Analysis Crash Course / Tools in Development Economics 
 

 Banerjee, A. V., & Duflo, E. (2009). The experimental approach to development 
economics. Annual Review of Economics 1: 151-178.  

 Humphreys, M., & Weinstein, J. M. (2009). Field experiments and the political 
economy of development. Annual Review of Political Science, 12, 367-378
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September 16 

 Ritva Reinikka and Jakov Svensson. Local capture: Evidence from a central 
government transfer program in Uganda. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 119(1):679–
705, 2004. 

 Acemoglu, D., Hassan, T. A., & Robinson, J. A. (2011). Social Structure and 
Development: A Legacy of the Holocaust in Russia. The Quarterly journal of 
economics, 126(2), 895-946. 

 Hodler, R., & Raschky, P. A. (2014). Regional favoritism. The Quarterly Journal of 
Economics, qju004. 

 
 
Topic 2 History and Economic Development in the Long-Run 
 
September 21 

 Banerjee, A. V., & Duflo, E. (2014). Under the thumb of history? political 
institutions and the scope for action. Annual Review of Economics, 6(1), 951-971.  
(NOT FOR A RESPONSE PAPER) 

 Sokoloff, K. L., & Engerman, S. L. (2000). History lessons: Institutions, factors 
endowments, and paths of development in the new world. The Journal of Economic 
Perspectives, 217-232. 

 Banerjee, A., & LYER, L. (2005). History, Institutions & Economic Performance: 
The Legacy of Colonial Land Tenure Systems in India. The American Economic 
Review, 95, 4.  

 DARONACEMOGLU, J., & ROBINSON, A. (2001). The Colonial Origins of 
Comparative Development: An Empirical Investigation. The American Economic 
Review, 91(5), 1369-1401. 
 

September 23 
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October 14  

 Mani, A., & Mukand, S. (2007). Democracy, visibility and public good 
provision.Journal of Development Economics, 83(2), 506-529.  

 Harding, R., & Stasavage, D. (2014). What democracy does (and doesn’t do) for 
basic services: School fees, school inputs, and African elections. The Journal of 
Politics, 76(01), 229-245. 

 Harding R. (2015) Attribution and Accountability: Voting for Roads in Ghana. World 
Politics. Forthcoming. 

 





 7 

November 18  

 L.-E. Cederman, N. B. Weidmann, and K. S. Gleditsch. Horizontal inequalities and 
ethnonationalist civil war: A global comparison. American Political Science Review, 
105(3):478–95, 2011. 

 Philip Roessler. The Enemy Within: Personal Rule, Coups, and Civil War in Africa. 
World Politics, 63(2):300–46, 2011. 

 Fearon, J. D., & Laitin, D. D. (2011). Sons of the soil, migrants, and civil war. World 
Development, 39(2), 199-211. 

 
 
 
Topic 10 Corruption 
 
November 23  

 Bardhan, P. (1997). Corruption and development: a review of issues. Journal of 
economic literature, 1320-1346.  

 Mauro, P. (1995). Corruption and growth. The quarterly journal of economics, 681-712. 

 Bertrand, M., Djankov, S., Hanna, R., & 
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