
Syllabus, PSC 535 "Bureaucratic Politics"
(Graduate)
Spring, 2010

Instructors:

Stu Jordan
stuart.jordan@rochester.edu

Larry Rothenberg
lrot@mail.rochester.edu

Time and Place:
Mondays 10:00 to 1:00 in Harkness 329

Description:
This course covers a selection of work in Political Science, Economics and Sociology on bureaucracy --





Introduction and Chapters 9 through 11

Week 5 (Feb 22). Organization Theory Applied by Political Scientists.

Moe (1990) "The Politics of Structural Choice: Towards a Theory of Public Bureaucracy."
In Williamson, Ed. Organization Theory.
Daniel P. Carpenter (2001) The Forging of Bureaucratic Autonomy Intro and Chapters 1, 7,
8, and 10.

Week 6 (March 1). Determinants of Bureaucratic Discretion Part 1.

Huber and Shipan (2002) Deliberate Discretion Chapters 1, 4, 6, and 7

Week 7 (March 8). Spring Break

Week 8 (March 15). Determinants of Bureaucratic Discretion Part 2

Steve Callander (2008) "A Theory of Policy Expertise." Quarterly Journal of Political
Science. 3(2): 123.
Jordan and Meirowitz (2008) "Lobbying and Discretion" Working Paper.
Philip Aghion and Jean Tirole (1997) "Formal and Real Authority in Organizations"
Journal of Political Economy. 105(1): 1.

Week 9 (March 22). Allocation of Authority Within the Executive Part 1

Terry Moe (1989) "The Politics of Bureaucratic Structure" in Chubb and Peterson, Eds. Can
the Government Govern?
Zegart (1999) Flawed by Design Chapters 1, 4, and 5

Week 10 (March 29). Allocation of Authority Within the Executive Part 2

Lewis (1997) Presidents and the Politics of Agency Design. Chapters 1, 2, 4, and 5.
Jeong, Miller, and Sobel (2009) "Political Compromise and Bureaucratic Structure: The



Discretion, and Bureaucratic Expertise" American Journal of Political Science. 51(4): 873.

Week 12 (April 12). Option 2: Organizational Choice

Lindblom (1959) "The Science of Muddling Through" Public Administration Review. 19(2):
79.
Cohen, March, and Olsen (1959) "A Garbage Can Model of Organizational Choice"
Administrative Science Quarterly. 17(1): 1.
Bendor (1995) "A Model of Muddling Through" American Political Science Review. 89(4):
819.
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