Political Science 104 ~ Introduction to Political Theory
Fall Term 2012 ~ Tuesday & Thursday, 11:05-12:20

Instructor: James Johnson Email: jd.johnson@rochester.edu
Office: Harkness 312 (275-0622) Office Hours: Tuesday 9:30-11:00

Teaching Assistants:

Maricella Foster-Molina Svanhildur Thorvaldsdottir
Office: Harkness 302 Harkness 305
Email: marciposafm@gmail.com sthorval@z.rochester.edu
Office Hours: Th 1:30-3:00 W 10:00-11:30

This is a first course in political theory. | will proceed on the assumption that
students have had no prior exposure to the topics we will take up. Although most of
the readings are from canonical texts we will work thematically. We will consider
various basic political concepts — especially power and freedom — and explore how
different political thinkers have, over time, defended differing conceptions for a
variety of different reasons and purposes. We will consider various ways - in terms,
say, of consent or procedural fairness or consequences. — to justify or criticize
political institutions and practices . And we will consider how differing theories of
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readings. And in each instance you will have at least one week to complete the
assignment.

Fair Warning:
I have noted the dates for the three assignments on the schedule at the

end of the syllabus.

Readings. As you will see, the reading for the course is quite demanding in terms of
both quantity and difficulty. In other words, not only is there a lot of reading, but
also it does not consist in pre-digested secondary sources and textbooks. You can
anticipate having to struggle with many of these texts. It is essential that you do the
readings and that you do them in advance of class. You will find a schedule of
readings at the end of the syllabus.

Required Books: | have ordered the following books at the UR Bookstore. You can
also obtain them readily - second hand - online at your favorite e-purveyor.

Thomas Hobbes. .Penguin. ISBN# 978-0140431957

Jean Jacques Rousseau. . Penguin.
ISBN # 978-0140442014

G.W.F Hegel. Hackett.
ISBN # 0872200566

Karl Marx . . International .
ISBN # 0717800563

John Stuart Mill. Penguin.
ISBN #9780141441474

Friedrich Nietzsche.



Genealogy, History”
Schedule of Readings & Written Assignments

August
30 - Introduction
September

4 — Models of Justification
6 - Hobbes

11 - Hobbes
13 - Hobbes

18 - Rousseau
20 - Rousseau

25 - Kant; Hegel

27 — Hegel ;
October

2 - Marx

4 — Marx;

9 —

11






