
1	
  

	
  

!"#$%$&'#()&$*+&*,-.(/0012(-+%*3+'%$"+'#()*&43$%5(
	
  

	
  
Instructor:	
  Thomas	
  M.	
  Dolan	
  
Class	
  Sessions:	
  Mondays	
  and	
  Wednesdays,	
  13:24-­‐1640,	
  Goergen	
  109	
  

Office	
  Hours:	
  Tuesday	
  9:30-­‐11:30	
  at	
  Harkness	
  Hall	
  323,	
  and	
  by	
  appointment	
  
E-­‐mail:	
  tdolan2@mail.rochester.edu	
  
	
  

This	
  course	
  surveys	
  the	
  field	
  of	
  international	
  security.	
  	
  It	
  starts	
  by	
  examining	
  the	
  nature	
  of	
  security,	
  force	
  
and	
  the	
  threat	
  of	
  force	
  in	
  the	
  international	
  realm.	
  	
  It	
  then	
  examines	
  the	
  international	
  security	
  problems	
  
that	
  emerge	
  from	
  the	
  interactions	
  of	
  the	
  great	
  powers,	
  and	
  considers	
  important	
  historical	
  cases	
  

including	
  the	
  August	
  1914	
  crisis,	
  the	
  initiation	
  of	
  the	
  Second	
  World	
  War,	
  and	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  Cold	
  War.	
  	
  
During	
  the	
  second	
  half	
  of	
  the	
  course,	
  it	
  examines	
  asymmetric	
  international	
  security	
  problems,	
  including	
  
wars	
  with	
  weak	
  states,	
  nuclear	
  proliferation,	
  terrorism,	
  ethnic	
  conflicts,	
  and	
  rising	
  powers.	
  	
  It	
  concludes	
  

by	
  considering	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  solutions	
  that	
  have	
  been	
  proposed	
  for	
  the	
  problems	
  of	
  international	
  
security,	
  including	
  international	
  organizations,	
  democracy	
  promotion,	
  and	
  integration.	
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1. Students	
  will	
  gain	
  an	
  intellectual	
  framework	
  for	
  understanding	
  and	
  thinking	
  about	
  both	
  

enduring	
  problems	
  and	
  current	
  issues	
  in	
  the	
  field	
  of	
  international	
  security.	
  

2. Students	
  will	
  gain	
  a	
  better	
  understanding	
  of	
  specific	
  current	
  and	
  future	
  challenges	
  in	
  
international	
  security.	
  

3. Students	
  will	
  improve	
  their	
  ability	
  to	
  comprehend	
  and	
  communicate	
  social	
  scientific	
  approaches	
  
to	
  world	
  events.	
  

	
  

Please	
  note	
  that	
  none	
  of	
  these	
  goals	
  involve	
  the	
  advancement	
  of	
  anyone’s	
  political	
  or	
  policy	
  opinions	
  
(including	
  those	
  of	
  the	
  instructor).	
  	
  While	
  I	
  encourage	
  political	
  activity	
  and	
  the	
  fulfillment	
  of	
  one’s	
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responsible	
  for	
  understanding	
  both,	
  so	
  please	
  be	
  sure	
  to	
  raise	
  questions	
  about	
  things	
  you	
  are	
  unsure	
  
about.	
  	
  

Because	
  this	
  course	
  is	
  designated	
  as	
  a	
  writing	
  course,	
  particular	
  attention	
  will	
  be	
  paid	
  to	
  the	
  process,	
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Assignments	
  are	
  to	
  be	
  turned	
  in	
  by	
  class	
  time	
  on	
  the	
  day	
  they	
  are	
  due.	
  	
  They	
  should	
  be	
  in	
  hardcopy	
  unless	
  
unforeseen	
  circumstances	
  prevent	
  printing	
  them	
  in	
  or	
  handing	
  them	
  in	
  a	
  timely	
  manner.	
  For	
  every	
  24	
  

hours	
  that	
  pass	
  thereafter,	
  5%	
  of	
  credit	
  is	
  lost,	
  to	
  a	
  maximum	
  of	
  40%	
  lost.	
  	
  	
  
Exams	
  are	
  to	
  be	
  sat	
  at	
  the	
  date	
  and	
  time	
  specified,	
  unless	
  prior	
  approval	
  has	
  been	
  given	
  or	
  a	
  doctor’s	
  
excuse	
  is	
  submitted	
  at	
  the	
  next	
  attended	
  class	
  meeting.	
  Exams	
  should	
  be	
  sat	
  within	
  1	
  week	
  of	
  the	
  general	
  

administration	
  of	
  the	
  exam.	
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Grades	
  are	
  assigned	
  to	
  both	
  individual	
  pieces	
  of	
  work	
  and	
  cumulatively.	
  	
  The	
  grade	
  scale	
  I	
  use	
  for	
  both	
  is	
  
below	
  (note	
  that	
  “g”	
  refers	
  to	
  the	
  numerical	
  grade	
  you	
  receive).	
  	
  I	
  do	
  not	
  usually	
  curve	
  grades,	
  but	
  
reserve	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  do	
  so	
  if	
  I	
  deem	
  it	
  necessary.	
  	
  All	
  material	
  is	
  graded	
  on	
  its	
  own	
  terms,	
  rather	
  than	
  

through	
  comparison	
  with	
  other	
  students’	
  work.	
  For	
  the	
  cumulative	
  grades,	
  I	
  do	
  not	
  round:	
  what	
  you	
  get	
  
is	
  what	
  you	
  get.	
  
	
  

100>g≥93:	
  A	
   90>g≥88:	
  B+	
   80>g≥78:	
  C+	
   70>g≥68:	
  D+	
   60>g:	
  E	
  

	
   88>g≥83:	
  B	
   78>g≥73:	
  C	
   68>g≥63:	
  D	
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Zbigniew	
  Bzrenski.	
  	
  The	
  Grand	
  Chessboard.	
  Selected	
  reading.*	
  

Recommended:	
  	
  
Alfred	
  Thayer	
  Mahan,	
  The	
  Influence	
  of	
  Sea	
  Power	
  Upon	
  History.	
  Introduction	
  and	
  Chapter	
  1.*	
  
www.gutenberg.org/etext/13529(

(
CQ()*>%*<G*32((BF*(B""#7('%(R'+A2(BF*(BF3*'%('+A(S7*("H(="3&*((
Carl	
  von	
  Clausewitz,	
  On	
  War.	
  	
  Book	
  1.*	
  

Geoffrey	
  Blainey,	
  (1973)	
  The	
  Causes	
  of	
  War.	
  	
  New	
  York. P P* ( . . P . ,	
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Robert	
  Jervis,	
  “Cooperation	
  Under	
  the	
  Security	
  Dilemma,”	
  World	
  Politics,	
  Vol.	
  30,	
  #2	
  (1978),	
  pp.	
  186-­‐
214*	
  
G.	
  H.	
  Snyder,	
  “The	
  Security	
  Dilemma	
  in	
  Alliance	
  Politics.	
  	
  World	
  Politics.	
  	
  1984.*	
  

Recommended	
  
Stephen	
  Van	
  Evera,	
  Offense,	
  Defense,	
  and	
  the	
  Causes	
  of	
  War.	
  International	
  Security.	
  	
  1998.*	
  
C.	
  Glaser	
  and	
  C.	
  Kaufmann,	
  “What	
  is	
  the	
  Offense-­‐defense	
  Balance	
  and	
  Can	
  We	
  Measure	
  it?”	
  

International	
  Security,	
  1998.	
  	
  
Stephen	
  Biddle,	
  “Rebuilding	
  the	
  Foundations	
  of	
  Offense-­‐Defense	
  Theory.”	
  	
  Journal	
  of	
  Politics,	
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C.	
  Kupchan	
  and	
  C.	
  Kupchan,	
  “Concerts,	
  Collective	
  Security,	
  and	
  the	
  Future	
  of	
  Stability	
  in	
  Europe,”	
  
International	
  Security,	
  1991.*	
  
Further	
  Recommendation:	
  

Harold	
  Nicholson,	
  The	
  Concert	
  of	
  Vienna.	
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A.	
  J.	
  P.	
  Taylor,	
  Origins	
  of	
  the	
  Second	
  World	
  War	
  .	
  	
  Selected	
  reading.	
  
E.	
  H.	
  Carr,	
  The	
  Twenty	
  Years	
  Crisis,	
  selected	
  reading.	
  
Ike,	
  Nobura.	
  	
  1967.	
  	
  Japan’s	
  Decision	
  for	
  War.	
  	
  Selections.	
  	
  

Recommended:	
  
Edward	
  S.	
  Miller,	
  Bankrupting	
  the	
  Enemy,	
  USNI	
  Press,	
  2007.	
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William	
  Wohlforth,	
  “The	
  Stability	
  of	
  a	
  Uni-­‐polar	
  World,”	
  International	
  Security,	
  1999.*	
  

Christopher	
  Layne,	
  “The	
  Unipolar	
  Illusion	
  Revisited,”	
  International	
  Security,	
  Fall	
  2006*	
  
Recommended:	
  

Stephen	
  Walt,	
  “Alliances	
  in	
  a	
  Unipolar	
  World,”	
  World	
  Politics,	
  61:1,	
  (2009),	
  pp.	
  86-­‐120.	
  
Richard	
  Haas,	
  “The	
  Age	
  of	
  Non-­‐Polarity,”	
  Foreign	
  Affairs,	
  April-­‐May	
  2008.	
  
Thomas	
  Christenson,	
  “Posing	
  Problems	
  without	
  Catching	
  Up:	
  China’s	
  Rise	
  and	
  Challenges	
  for	
  US	
  Security	
  

Strategy.”	
  International	
  Security,	
  2001.	
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Francis	
  Gavin,	
  “Same	
  As	
  It	
  Ever	
  Was:	
  Nuclear	
  Alarmism,	
  Proliferation,	
  and	
  the	
  Cold	
  War,”	
  International	
  
Security,	
  34:3,	
  (2009/10),	
  pp.	
  7-­‐37.*	
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Sumit	
  Ganguly	
  and	
  Harrison	
  Wagner,	
  “India	
  and	
  Pakistan:	
  Bargaining	
  In	
  the	
  Shadow	
  of	
  Nuclear	
  War,”	
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Thucydides,	
  History	
  of	
  the	
  Peloponnesian	
  War	
  
Hugo	
  Grotius,	
  De	
  Jure	
  Belli	
  ac	
  Pacis	
  
Niccolo	
  Machiavelli,	
  The	
  Prince	
  

Emanuel	
  Kant,	
  Perpetual	
  Peace	
  	
  
Norman	
  Angell,	
  The	
  Great	
  Illusion	
  	
  
Kenneth	
  Waltz,	
  Man,	
  the	
  State,	
  and	
  War	
  

EH	
  Carr,	
  Twenty	
  Years	
  Crisis	
  
Robert	
  Jervis,	
  Perception	
  and	
  Misperception	
  in	
  International	
  Politics	
  
Robert	
  Keohane,	
  After	
  Hegemony	
  (alongside	
  Mancur	
  Olson,	
  Logic	
  of	
  Collective	
  Action)	
  

Reinhold	
  Niebuhr	
  ,	
  Moral	
  Man	
  and	
  Immoral	
  Society	
  
Alexander	
  George	
  and	
  Richard	
  Smoke,	
  Deterrence	
  in	
  American	
  Foreign	
  Policy:	
  Theory	
  and	
  Practice	
  
Samuel	
  Huntington,	
  The	
  Clash	
  of	
  Civilizations	
  

Andrew	
  Moravcsik,	
  "Taking	
  Preferences	
  Seriously,"	
  International	
  Organization	
  51	
  (Autumn	
  1997),	
  513-­‐
53	
  
Jeffrey	
  W.	
  Legro	
  and	
  Andrew	
  Moravcsik,	
  "Is	
  Anybody	
  Still	
  a	
  Realist?"	
  International	
  Security	
  24	
  (Fall	
  

1999),	
  5-­‐55	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  


