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COURSE  DESCRIPTION  

Prevention  is  perhaps  the  most  common  justification  for  war.  Both  world  wars,  and  
more  recently  the  invasion  of  Iraq  and  concerns  over  China’s  economic  and  military  
rise,   illustrate   its  historical  and  present  relevance.   In   this  seminar,  we  analyze   the  
theory,  history,  and  practice  of  preventive  wars  –  wars  fought  to  avoid  negotiating  
in   a   position   of   weakness   in   the   future.   When   and   why   do   states   fight   them,   and  
what  lessons  can  we  draw  from  history  to  avoid  them  in  the  future?  

  

GRADING  

Examination   Description   Weight  

Class  
participation  

Participation  to  discussions  /  questions.   35%  

Class  
Presentations    

Present  a  point  of  view  on  one  of  the  subjects  proposed  
and  lead  the  debate  against  members  of  the  other  team.  

10%  

Summaries  
(4)  

Summarize  one  paper  (additional  reading)  and  present  
it  to  the  class.  

10%  

Final  Paper   Essay  on  a  subject  of  your  choice,  to  be  discussed  with  
me  (about  10  pages),  due  before  thanksgiving  break  

25%  

Final  Exam   Written,  in  class.  6  short  questions+  1  short  essay.   20%  
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http://jpr.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/39/5/615
http://jpr.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/39/5/615
http://www.jstor.org/pss/2538981
http://www.jstor.org/pss/2538981
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=172967
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¶ Francis  E.  Rourke,  T0-($09-$93!$2B!H*-(1;2!=*'193  (Baltimore:  Johns  Hopkins  
U.  Press,  1972),  pp.  18-­‐40.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2004/09/12/opinion/12sun1.html
http://weber.ucsd.edu/~bslantch/courses/pdf/fearon-jpr2004v41n3.pdf
http://weber.ucsd.edu/~bslantch/courses/pdf/fearon-jpr2004v41n3.pdf
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¶ R.R.  Palmer  and  Joel  Colton,  >!I1).*-3!*+!.,(!@*B(-2!6*-'B  7th  ed.  (NY:  
Knopf,  1991),  pp.  798-­‐799,  822-­‐849.    

¶ Sebastian  Haffner,  C,(!@($212;!*+!I1.'(-,  pp.  3-­‐165.  
¶ 
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