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Overview	  
	  
How	   do	  elections	  work	   in	   developing	   countries?	   Do	   contexts	   that	   are	   specific	   to	  
countries	   in	   the	   developing	   world	   have	   implications	   for	   the	   nature	   and	   operation	  
of	  electoral	  politics	  therein?	  In	  this	  course	  we	  will	  explore	  a	  number	  of	  issues	  that	  have	  
particular	  relevance	  for	  elections	  in	  developing	  countries,	  including	  clientelism	  and	  vote-‐
buying,	  electoral	  manipulation	   and	   fraud,	   ethnic	   voting,	   and	  electoral	  violence.	   In	  
addition,	   we	   will	   consider	   how	   limited	   levels	   of	   information	   and	   political	   credibility	  
affect	   both	   the	   operation	   of	  electoral	  accountability	   and	   the	   nature	   of	  electoral	  
competition.	  In	  doing	  so,	  we	  will	  draw	  on	  examples	  from	  Africa,	  Latin	  America,	  and	  Asia.	  
	  
Requirements	  
	  

• Class	  participation	  –	  10%	  
• Midterm	  –	  25%	  
• Presentation	  –	  25%	  
• Final	  exam	  –	  40%	  

	  
This	   is	   a	   seminar	   course,	   and	   therefore	   participation	   in	   class	   is	   essential.	   You	   are	  
expected	   to	   complete	   at	   least	   the	   required	   readings	   so	   that	   you	   are	   able	   to	   engage	  
effectively	   in	   the	   class	   discussion,	   which	   will	   be	   based	   in	   large	   part	   on	   theories	   and	  

	  
	  
To	  complement	  and	  inform	  the	  class	  discussion,	  each	  week	  we	  will	  have	  presentations	  
by	   two	  students	   that	  will	  provide	  detailed	   information	  on	  a	   specific	  election.	  As	   such,	  
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these	  case	  studies	  will	  present	  concrete	  examples	   that	  will	  enable	  us	   to	   flesh	  out	  and	  
evaluate	   the	   theories	  and	   concepts	   introduced	   in	   the	   readings.	   Each	  presentation	  will	  
last	   for	   15-‐20	   minutes,	   and	   will	   provide	   relevant	   background	   information	   about	   the	  
country	   in	   question,	   along	   with	   a	   detailed	   narrative	   of	   the	   specific	   election	   under	  
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please	   let	   me	   know	   as	   soon	   as	   possible.	   In	   some	   cases	   I	   may	   require	   supporting	  
documentation	   (e.g.	   a	   doctor’s	   note)	   out	   of	   fairness	   to	   the	   other	   students.	  Turning	   a	  
paper	  in	  late	  without	  an	  agreed	  extension	  will	  result	  in	  the	  loss	  of	  one	  third	  of	  one	  letter	  
grade	  for	  every	  24	  hours	  that	  the	  paper	  is	  late.	  
	  
Academic	  Honesty	  
	  
While	  I	  encourage	  you	  to	  discuss	  the	  course	  readings	  and	  assignments	  with	  your	  fellow	  
students,	   all	   written	   work	   must	   be	   done	   independently.	   Papers	   require	   full	   citations	  
listed	  in	  a	  consistent	  format.	  Lastly,	  all	  class	  activities	  must	  be	  performed	  in	  accordance	  
with	   the	   University	   of	   Rochester’s	   Academic	   Honesty	   Policy	  
(http://www.rochester.edu/college/honesty).	   Under	   UR	   rules	   I	   must	   report	   possible	  
violations	  to	  the	  Board	  on	  Academic	  Honesty.	  Plagiarism	  is	  a	  very	  serious	  problem,	  and	  
you	  should	  pay	  particularly	  close	  attention	  to	  the	  University’s	  rules	  on	  what	  constitutes	  
plagiarism,	  and	  how	  to	  avoid	  it.	  
	  
Resources	  
	  
Reading	  materials	  will	  be	  available	  on	  blackboard,	  although	  many	  can	  be	   found	  easily	  
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COURSE	  SCHEDULE
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Political	  Studies	  40(12):	  1533-‐1556.	  
• Hyde,	  Susan.	  2007.	  “The	  Observer	  Effect	  in	  International	  Politics:	  Evidence	  from	  

a	  Natural	  Experiment.”	  World	  Politics	  60(1):	  37-‐63.	  
• Geisler,	   Gisela.	   1993.	   “Fair?	   What	   Has	   Fairness	   Got	   to	   Do	   with	   It?	   Vagaries	   of	  

Electoral	  Observation	  and	  Democratic	  Standards.”	  The	  Journal	  of	  Modern	  African	  
Studies	  
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Session	  7	  (3/03):	  Midterm	  
	  
	  
Spring	  Break	  
	  
	  
Session	  8	  (3/17):	  Vote	  Buying	  
What	   is	  vote	  buying?	  How	  does	   it	  work?	  Whose	  votes	  get	  bought?	  How	  does	   it	  affect	  
democracy?	   Is	   it	  more	   likely	   in	   developing	   countries?	  Why?	  How	   can	  we	  measure	   it?	  
How	  can	  it	  be	  reduced?	  
Cases:	  Taiwan	  1993,	  Thailand	  2001.	  	  
Readings:	  

• Schaffer,	   Frederic	   Charles	   (ed.).	   2007.	   Elections	   for	   Sale:	   The	   Causes	   and	  
Consequences	  of	  Vote	  Buying,	  Boulder,	  CO:	  Lynne	  Rienner.	  Chapters	  1-‐
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Review	  of	  Political	  Science	  9:	  397-‐424.	  
• Collier,	  Paul.	  2009.	  Wars,	  Guns,	  and	  Votes:	  Democracy	  in	  Dangerous	  Places.	  New	  

York:	  HarperCollins.	  Chapter	  2.	  
• Chandra,	  Kanchan.	  2007.	  “Counting	  Heads:	  A	  Theory	  of	  Voter	  and	  Elite	  Behavior	  

in	   Patronage	   Democracies,”	   in	   Kitschelt	   and	   Wilkinson	   (eds.)	   Patrons,	   Clients,	  
and	  Policies,	  Cambridge:	  Cambridge	  University	  Press.	  

• Posner,	   Daniel.	   2005.	  
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• Besley,	   Timothy	   and	   Masayuki	   Kudamatsu.	   2006.	   “Health	   and	   Democracy.”	  
American	  Economic	  Review	  96(2):	  313-‐318.	  

• Keefer,	   Philip.	   2004.	   “What	   Does	   Political	   Economy	   Tell	   Us	   About	   Economic	  
Development	  –	  And	  Vice	  Versa?”	  Annual	  Review	  of	  Political	  Science	  7:	  247-‐272.	  

	  
	  
Session	  13	  (4/21):	  Accountability	  2	  	  
How	  can	  the	  obstacles	  to	  accountability	  in	  developing	  countries	  be	  overcome?	  To	  what	  
extent	   does	   accountability	   operate	   in	   developing	   countries?	   What	   is	   the	   effect	   of	  
democracy	   on	   the	   provision	   of	   public	   goods	   and	   services?	   How	   do	   we	   know	   this	   is	  
related	  to	  accountability?	  
Cases:	  Uganda	  1997,	  Mongolia	  2013	  
Readings:	  

• Harding,	  Robin	  and	  David	  Stasavage.	  2013.	  “What	  Democracy	  Does	  (and	  Doesn’t	  
Do)	  for	  Basic	  Services:	  School	  Fees,	  School	  Inputs,	  and	  African	  Elections.”	  Journal	  
of	  Politics	  forthcoming.	  

• Besley,	  Timothy	  and	  Robin	  Burgess.	  2002.	  “The	  Political	  Economy	  of	  Government	  
Responsiveness:	   Theory	   and	   Evidence	   from	   India.”	   The	   Quarterly	   Journal	   of	  
Economics	  117(4):	  1415-‐1451.	  

• Fujiwara,	   Thomas	   and	   Leonard	   Wantchekon.	   2013	   “Can	   Informed	   Public	  
Deliberation	   Overcome	   Clientelism?	   Experimental	   Evidence	   from	   Benin.”	  
American	  Economic	  Journal:	  Applied	  Economics	  forthcoming.	  

• Ferrez,	   Claudio	   and	   Frederico	   Finan.	   2008.	   “Exposing	   Corrupt	   Politicians:	   The	  
Effects	  of	  Brazil’s	  Publicly	  Released	  Audits	  on	  Electoral	  Outcomes.”	  The	  Quarterly	  
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APPENDIX:	  Further	  Reading	  
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Domestic	  Incentives	  for	  Post-‐Election	  Violence.”	  Unpublished	  manuscript.	  
	  
Session	  8	  (3/17):	  Vote	  Buying	  

• Wang,	  Chin-‐Shou	  and	  Charles	  Kurzman.	  2007.	  “The	  Logistics:	  How	  to	  Buy	  Votes,”	  
in	  Schaffer	  (ed.)	  Elections	  for	  Sale:	  The	  Causes	  and	  
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Session	  12	  (4/14):	  Accountability	  1	  
• Keefer,	   Philip.	   2007.	   “Clientelism,	   Credibility,	   and	   the	   Policy	   Choices	   of	   Young	  

Democracies.”	  American	  Journal	  of	  Political	  Science	  51(4):	  804-‐821.	  	  
• Harding,	   Robin.	   2013.	   “Attribution	   and	   Accountability:	   Voting	   for	   Roads	   in	  

Ghana.”	  Unpublished	  Manuscript.	  
• Lindberg,	  Staffan	  I.	  and	  Minion	  K.	  C.	  Morrison.	  2007.	  “Are	  African	  Voters	  Really	  

Ethnic	  or	  Clientelistic?	  Survey	  Evidence	  from	  Ghana.”	  Political	  Science	  Quarterly	  
123(1):	  95-‐122.	  

	  
Session	  13	  (4/21):	  Accountability	  2	  	  

• Stasavage,	  David.	  2005.	  “The	  Role	  of	  Democracy	  in	  Uganda’s	  Move	  to	  Universal	  
Primary	  Education.”	  Journal	  of	  Modern	  African	  Studies	  43(1):	  53-‐73.	  

• Avritzer,	   Leonardo.	   2009.	   Participatory	   Institutions	   in	   Democratic	   Brazil,	  
Washington,	  D.C.:	  Woodrow	  Wilson	  Center	  Press.	  

• Keefer,	   Philip	   and	   Stuti	   Khemani.	   2011.	   “Mass	   Media	   and	   Public	   Services:	   The	  
Effects	  of	  Radio	  Access	  in	  Public	  Education	  in	  Benin.”	  World	  Bank	  Policy	  Research	  
Working	  Paper	  5559.	  

	  


