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lingua franca of the archipelago, Malay. Each of these languages had certain claims to a special 
status. 

Dutch, as the colonial language, had certain advantages. It was spoken by the educated 
elite of Indonesia, and, as such, was the language that the future leaders of the nation felt most 
comfortable speaking and writing. It was a developed and standardized modern language with an 
extensive literature and texts in all fields of study. It was also the language of the existing legal 
system and government administration in the Netherlands East Indies. A Dutch educational 
expert, C.J. Nieuwenhuis, said in 1925 “…we must institute a language which can represent 
international culture fully as the general medium for social intercourse. In Indonesia this 
language will have to be Dutch.” (Alisjahbana 1976:38) 

However, as an international language, Dutch did not have the same stature as other 
colonial languages such as English and French, and did not possess the same advantages as these 
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separatist functions “provide
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Table 2 
 Indonesia Malaysia The Philippines 
Domestic LWC I M, E T, E 
Government I M, E T, E 
Education I M, E T, E 
Mass Media I M, E, C T, E 
I = Indonesian, E = English, M = Malay, C = Chinese, T = Tagalog 
 
5. Conclusion 

 
It can be seen that Indonesia has been successful in implementing its national langua
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